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Warren Colburn’s ”First Lessons in Arithmetic” (1821) and his other arithmetic and algebra books revolutionized the

American mathematics curriculum. Colburn taught concepts rather than recipes and procedures, and pioneered the

inductive method of instruction. He not only sold 3,500,000 books, but had a profound influence on the educators of his

era, and indirectly, on mathematics education far into the future. (Received September 20, 2009)
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