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Prospering through mathematics.

Solomon Lefschetz, Emil Artin, Gertrude Cox and Rudy Horne all enjoyed successful careers in mathematics. These
mathematicians, separated by mathematical discipline, nationality, time, institution and background also all faced—
and overcame—hardships. They met the challenges of their human lives, in part, through their mathematical work at
particular institutions. But what if we turn this lens around? What if we consider how mathematics created the space
for these mathematicians to find success? Mathematics in particular allowed them to prosper, to the point where they
had plenty to give to the next generation. Their lives prompt us to take up the natural next question of “how?” How
can we use the space of mathematics to help shape students and colleagues into better human beings? And how can
we accomplish this lofty goal with increasing demands on our time and rosters of students who may only take a single
math class? This talk explores the professional experiences and personal lives of mathematicians to underscore the power
of mathematics, not just as a career path, but as a place to grow into a full human being. It also outlines effective
strategies for intentionally identifying the power of the discipline to direct students and colleagues toward meaningful
lives. (Received July 31, 2019)



