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We study the pairing between zeros and critical points of degree n random polynomials whose roots are independently

chosen according to a distribution on the complex plane. In particular, we locate the nearest critical point to a given

root and determine its limiting fluctuations. We also generalize to situations where the roots are not independent and

use the Wasserstein metric to establish that the typical distance between a root-and-critical-point pair is on the order of

1/n, up to logarithmic corrections. (Received September 13, 2018)
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