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Where does graph theory belong in the discrete math curriculum? A popular choice (at least consistent with many

textbooks) is to include it near the end of an introductory course. While there are good reasons for arranging topics this

way, students often find graph theory more interesting and more approachable than other topics, especially counting.

Perhaps then, it would be reasonable to start a course by studying graphs to warm up to the more challenging concepts

in combinatorics. In this talk I will describe an attempt to use graph theory to motivate both students and the remainder

of material in an introductory discrete math and proofs course, and reflect on its efficacy. (Received September 25, 2018)
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