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In this talk, we investigate the essential surfaces in the complements of two-bridge knots. The slopes of such surfaces

contribute to computations of Culler-Shalen semi-norms, SL(2,C) Casson invariants, and polytopes for A-polynomials,

and some slopes are weighted more heavily than others in these computations. Ohtsuki has computed the weights of these

surfaces for two-bridge knots. We present a more geometric method for computing these weights which we hope will lend

itself to generalization to the computation of weights of essential state surfaces obtained by smoothings of diagrams for

more general knots. (Received September 24, 2018)
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