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Most students believe that definitions play an important role in the learning of mathematics. However they struggle with
transitioning from performing procedures to reasoning from definitions as they move into more sophisticated mathematics.
Further, students tend to rely primarily on their concept image and intuition about a concept, especially visual/mental
images, instead of the concept definition. The issue of limited concept images and the lack of a strong connection
between a concept image and its mathematical definition need to be addressed at all levels of study in undergraduate and
secondary mathematics. The goal of this session is to present an activity designed to help students focus in on the concept
definition while isolating their natural inclination to rely solely on their concept image when working on a mathematical
task. (Received September 15, 2014)



