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It is an open question in Ehrhart theory to determine when the h∗-vector of a rational polytope is unimodal. While

unimodality is difficult to prove in even highly restrictive situations, if the polytope is integrally closed then tools from

commutative algebra can be useful. We will discuss new applications of toric algebra to certain families of integer

polytopes formed from symmetric magic squares. (Received September 15, 2014)
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