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A writer’s style or voice is something difficult to define traditionally. Descriptions are usually impressionistic, relying

on adjectives that give a sense of overall tone or prominent word choices. With the advent of data and text mining

methods, an inductive, quantitative approach can instead be used, turning this into a classification task. Quantitative

authorship attribution is accomplished by a variety of statistical means, including chi-squared tests and decision trees.

Computerized statistical analysis allows a variety of text measurements, including word counts, average sentence length,

and many others. Once taken, these measurements can be tested to determine which features of a text most successfully

identify its writer. Applications include plagiarism detection and other identification in documents with unknown or

disputed authors. (Received September 12, 2007)
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