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I will give a few motives for the study of proof complexity. I will argue that investigation into lengths of proofs would be

worthwhile even if our computability conjectures were decided. This will be illustrated by problems concerning lengths

of proofs in propositional logic and predicate calculus, namely the shrinkage of proofs by definitions, the use of = in

predicate calculus, and others. (Received September 10, 2007)
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